GULSSIC CRIMES
have any occasion to go near the steep rocks at all. In cross-
examining the police witnesses, the Dean elicited the curious
fact that, after the post-mortem examination on 5th August,
the boots removed from the body were taken to the shore at
Corrie and there buried below high-water mark. The con-
stable who had done this was severely pressed by the Dean as
to his reason for so disposing of them, the Dean holding that
their condition as regards nails and heels was most important
with reference to the question at issue, but the witness could
give no more satisfactory answer than that he had been
ordered by his superior officer "to put them out of sight.**
It has been said that the object of this irregular act was to
prevent the dead man's spirit from "walking," which, if true,
would seem to imply some deficiency of humour' on the part
of the authorities.
The medical evidence as to the cause of death was the real
battle-ground of the case.    The skilled witnesses for the
Crown were Drs, Gilmour and Fullarton, who saw the body
at the boulder and performed the post-mortem examination,
and Sir Henry (then Dr.) Littlejohn, who examined the body
later, on its exhumation.    Into the ghastly details of the
injuries to the head and face it is unnecessary here to enter; it
is sufficient to say that the three medical witnesses concurred
in stating that these had been produced by direct violence,
in the manner alleged by the prosecution.    The limbs and
extremities were free from fractures and dislocations, and
there was no indication of blood either upon the body or
clothes.   The injured parts were horribly decayed, and the
fact that the highest of the cervical vertebrae was lying loose
when first seen by Dr. Gilmour was attributed by that gentle-
man to the advanced decomposition of the neck.   The whole
of the upper jaw was detached in one piece.. These injuries,
in his opinibg, must have been due to repeated impacts,
whether by blows or fails.   All the injuries'were confined to
the left side; and in the case of a sheer Mi the injuries to-the
face would not, he said, be present.   Djr.,Fullarton stated that
the extent and severity of the fractures ^were the resuk qf
TOpeated blows with a blunt instrument; he had never seen a
head so smashed except by 3 machinery acfcident*   The injury
to the shoulder confirmed his view, for any conscious person
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